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WE’RE PLEASED TO INTRODUCE
OUR LATEST PAIR OF TOWBOATS

‘-
PHITD COURTESY HIGMaN MaRINE

MA Rockfish

e

MA Freeport
With more on the way, our fleet of vessels is among the
youngest in the industry.
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Higman Barge Lines, Inc. Maryland Marine, Inc.

HIGMAN MARINE SERVICES, INC.

Over 89 Years of Service to the Oil and Petro-Chemical Industry

Phone 713-552-1101 ® Fax 713-552-0732
1980 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 1101, Houston, TX 77056
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Higman’s 1\-Ia-ryland Marine Christens Mv. F reeport

Maryland Marine Inc., the Houston-
based subsicdiary of Higman Marine, chris-
tened its newest towboat, the mw
Freeport, July 12, Constructed for
M:u}'lm]d by Hope Services Inc. in Dulac,

. the Freeport becomes the 25th bmt
in tl:r:- combined HigmanMaryland flee
and the 20th Maryland hoat built by Hu:up?
Services since 1996,

Maryland Marine named the vessel
after Freeport, Texas, where the vessel
will transtt often. The mv Freeport will
push two new 30.000-barrel hot-oil barges
recently constructed for Marvland by
Trintty Industries at tts Madisomville, La.,
vard, for Conoco Phillips. The new barpes
measure 30 by 325 feet in order to transtt
a restrictive bridee en route to Maryland's
customer at Sweeny, Texas,

The christening ceremontes and cele-
bration were held at Lakewood Yacht

Club. Kara Samples christened the o |

Fresport for Marndand Marine, and the
Fev. Jim W, Wilkinson of the Seamen’s
Church Institute offictated the ceremony.
Kara 15 the wife of Jeff Samples, executive
vice prestdent of Internattonal Bank of
Cormmerce, Marvlands lead financial
institution.

The mv. Freeport continues the same
destgn as the mv. Rockfish delivered to
Maryland by Hope earller this year
Measuring 72 by 30 feet with a draft of 10
feet, 1t 15 powered by a palr of Commins
KTA33-MO diesel engines that were sup-
plied by Cummins Mid-South  Ine.,
Kenner, La. They are rated at 1,800 hp.

The engines are matched to Twin Disc
540 pears with a 6.14:1 reduction ratio
provided by Sewart Supply, Houston,
turning 73- by 56-inch four-blade stainless
stee] propellers monnted on stx-inch statn-
less stee] shafts. A patr of Cummimins 6B
serles 70 o penerators supply the electr-
cal power,

Matn and generator engines are cooled
by Fernstmum grideoolers and are mond-
tored by a 32-point alarm systemn from
Eagle Control Systemns Ine., Baton Rouge,
La. Eagle also sapplied the vessels fire
detection systems.

Steering 1s accommplished via full follow-
up, electricover-hydranlic syseems supplied
and mstalled by Custom Hydraulics Inc, A

&

—photographs by Michas! Carr

The 1300 hp. myv. Freeport was built by Hope Services Ine.

fvecylinder Ansul COy system was sup-
plied by Freeport- B-:umgm!s Houma, La,

The crew quarters and galley provide
living accommodations for seven crewimen
in four staterooms. The boat has satellite
televtston and an ommni-directional anten-
na for local stations.

For the mv. Freeport, Higman recon-
fizred the layout and spectfications in the
pllothouse. James Frazier, an outstide con-
sultant, worked with Higman’s port cap-
talns, captains and management to
redesipn the pilothouse and console to
frnprove 1ts funchonality.

The new destgn incorporates two
Furuno 1954 C Black Box radars with 19-
inch LCD montbors interfacing with a
Furuno chart plotter; depth sounder,
satellite compass and AILS systems, all sup-
plied by Wheelhouse Electrontcs, There

—3sEE FREEFORT PAce O

Crew of the mv. In{]mll John Williams, tankerman: Capd. Bay Sergent:
JoMorman Clemons, tankerman: Rusty Hanson, steersman: relief Capt. Keith

Parrish:

and Michael Smith., deckhand.

Boat sponsor Kara Samples christens vessel with Mark Flynn, Higman vice

1 president; George Thomas, president: and John MoMahan, vice president.

Richard Miles, president of Hope Services; Johm MeMahan, Higman vice

president: and Lou Parker, Hope services.
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Freeport
{CoNTINUED FROM FACE 5)

are also video cameras interfaced into the
system bo permit monttoring of the galley
and engmercom from the wheelhouse,
Three Standard VHF radios and a DreHart
swing meter are also incorporated into the
Lo,

Hope s currently constructing two
more identical boats for Maryland in 2006,
and a mintmum of four addittonal boats in
2007.

Is the industry overbutlding?

“Mo,” satd George Thomas, president.
At the moment, there 15 “ample worl” for
the added equipment, he satd.

Another factor i the company’s butld-
ing program 15 that most of the new builds
are replacement vessels for towboats of
lesser horsepower, which are now obsolete
becanse of the larger barges, Thomas satd.

“With the change from 20000- and
25 000-barrel single-skins to larper-capac-
ity double-skns, we are having to replace
onr 800 and 1,000 hp, boats with 1,600
and 1,500 hp. boats.”

The same is true for the new barpes
which are betng bullt to replace older
equipment that 15 being retired and sin-
gle-skin equipment. There 1s still a market
for used tank barpes, according o
Thomas, Drilling compantes tn need of
barges to move “frac” water—water that
has been contaminated after betng used to
hydro-fracture mines—and firms needing
liquid fertilizer are able to utilize single-
skin barges. FPlus, some ontfits are con-

verting the tank barpes to deck barpes
which are in big demand, he said.

In terms of personnel, Thomas said yes,
the industry 15 having trouble keeping up
with the addittonal equipment.

“We found when we bought the compa-
ny 20 years ago, we had second- and third-
generattons of families in our crews. The
ks would start out, stay with us, We don't
see that very much amymore. The young
people for some reason don't like the
industry.

“We're somewhat fortunate in that most
of our boats are new, which s an attrac-
tlon. We're paying competitive wapes and
benefits and all that poes with #, but there
15 definttely an industry-wide shortage of
licensed personnel right now,” he satd.

The labor market in South Louistana
shipyards also continues to be very tight,
according to Lou Parker, at Hope
Services.

“1 could use 30 to 40 more hands,”

Parker satd. “We normally butld about five
boats a year and right now I'm quoting
bids for deltvery in 2008, Maryland
Marine will keep our new build l:lel:r.u't-

. mment busy for the rest of the year”

Parker satd the hoat repatr dt"’[]dl“'l'lr?"]'lt
has also been very busy With hurricane
damage, a number of boat owners did
repalrs to get thetr boats back into the
water, he satd. MNow, those same owners
are coming i to do complete repatrs,

“I think we set the standard for inland
pushboats with the destpn for Maryland
Marine,” Parker satd. “Other vards are try-
ng to build to the standards we set.”

Southern Scrap
Recycling

Metal Recyclers Since 1900

&

We buy barges and other marine vessels for scrap.
Serving the inland waterways and Gulf coast area.

MOBILE » MORGAN CITY « NEW ORLEANS

Call 1-800-467-2727 ext. 359

2

SOUTHERN MARINE CONSTRUCTION CO.
Expenenced Marine Engineers and Contractors
Specializing in All Types of Riverwork
100 Harmm Road, F.0. Box 4538, Chatlancoga. Tenn. 27406.0530
peter@serodincinc.com Telephone 423-266-1855

PHONE: 812-362-8808
Corn FAX: 812-362-8809
Island MILE: 734 OHIO RIVER
S h | pya rcI www.cornislandshipyard.com
PO, Box 125
Lamar, IN 47550

We specialize in desigring and building custom vessels, such as:

= ranc Barges = Dock Barges

= Deck Barges = Special Service Vessels

= Tank Barges = Marnne Structures

= Casino Platforms = Drydocks

= Barge Repair * Dump Scows
‘We are capable of building offshore and inland vessels up to 450 feet in length by 108
tect wide. We've uilt over 265 vesscls for customers on the Great Lakes, East Coast,

Ciulf Coast and West Coast as well as most States on the inland waterway system.
Maodern facility & wpdated technology.
It you need barges or spedality vessels, you need to know us!

Dom Foertsch, President  EM. “Bud™ Johnson, General Manager

WE CAN CUT IT!

eCeeCL.L.C

(985) 542-2113

WE BUY/CONTRACT
MARINE SCRADP,
BARGES AND VESSIELS
DELIVEREIVIN PLACE

"Chardis’
HEAVY DUTY CLEANER

Concentrated Cherical for General Cleaning
Non-bit i « Biode gradeabie « Non Hazardous

“arsatile washing agent, dagreasar and
ol emulzifier for maring, industrial and
oil field uzs,

“Charlie” Chemical & Supply, Inc.
Graarvills, MS
SO0-E31-9594 or S62-332-9262

267 Upper River Road

MARINE REPAIR INC.

Ohio River Mile 266

(740) 446-4686

www.okanmarinerepair.com

For Rent—Crane barges of various sizes
and deck barges up to 300"
Machine shop = Fabrication shop *Two floating cranes
Three drydocks up to 3,600-ton capacity

For rentals call 740-992-6637

Gallipolis, Ohio 45631

Our customers appreciate
John Deere quality.

But it’s our dedication to their
business that they value.

Bringing more than

John Deere quality to
Tier 2 Clientele.

Mo business wants to deal with
downtime. That's why we de
more to meet the needs of
custerners, CK Power puts

as much attention into building
relationships as they do in
custarn building gen sets.

From providing early cost
saving solutions to meet

Tier 2 EPA standards to
offering 24-hour customer
service, CK Power is on your team,
For your next generator purchase,
den't just buy a preducr, invest

in a relationship.

3 PowrRTECH |

CKIINPOWER

Your complete source of engine and generator power.
John Costello in 5t. Louis, MO (314) 868-8620

www.ckpower.com
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Top row left: Capt. Ray Sergent and
wife Glenda., som Brad Sergent,
daughter-in-law  Diana  Sergent,
granddaughter Sydney Sergent and
grandson Havden Sergent.

Top row center: George Thomas,
Kara Samples and John MeMahan.
Top row right: The Rev. Jim Wilkinson, |
Middle row left: Don Martin of Conoco | 2
Domiestic Marine with Mark Fhnn.
Middle row center: Kara and  Jelfl
samples.

Middle row right, above: George Thomas, |
Jobn  MoMahan, Ray Sergent., Kara [
Samples, Jefl Samples and Mark Fhon
Middle row rvight, lower: Sarah
Boucher., Erwin Thompson. Brian
Thomason and Don Martin.

Bottom row cender: Teddy Cheramie |55
in the Freeport pilothouse.

Bottom row richt: Georze Thomas
with Preston Shuford.
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